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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Consideration in Detail 

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.  

Clause 5:  Part XV Division 1A inserted - 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Proposed section 373A, headed “Qualifications of local government building 
surveyors”, refers to regulations that may be made prescribing the educational and professional qualifications of 
building surveyors.  Are the regulations completed; and, if not, when does the minister expect them to be 
completed?  What is the process and the breadth of the consultation that has happened and will happen after this 
bill is passed? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Regulations are already in place, and these new regulations will replace those that 
currently exist.  As the member is aware, a consultation process has been occurring and we expect it to conclude 
about the end of this month.  On a more general note, the intention of the government here is to work with local 
government and building surveyors; it is not our intention to create an unworkable system or to put either local 
governments or existing building surveyors in invidious positions.  One of the benefits of putting things into 
regulations is that if we get it wrong - I hope we do not, because we will be doing it in strong consultation with 
local government and building surveyors - those regulations can be changed quite simply.  If we find out that we 
have not got the mix right or if, despite the best intentions of the government, the building surveyors and local 
governments, it is not working out to our satisfaction, the regulations can be changed.  Our primary commitment 
is to the community and making sure that its interests are protected, but this has to be workable for local 
governments.  We acknowledge that this will be a particular issue for smaller local governments in regional 
areas. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Will the consultation with local governments take place through the Western Australian 
Local Government Association or through individual local government authorities? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The consultation papers have gone out to every individual local government authority. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Proposed section 373A says that regulations may be made prescribing educational and 
professional qualifications.  Have any drafts of the regulations been prepared for the advice of people in the 
industry? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  There is no new draft of the regulations.  Information is contained in the discussion 
paper, a copy of which I provided to the member, but nothing firmer has been drafted since then.  We are 
waiting, as I said, until the end of this month, when the consultation period will be complete.  I reiterate that this 
is a matter of working with people; it is not about putting people out of a job.  In fact, we have specifically said 
that existing building surveyors will be able to continue. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  As I understand it, a bridging course is available through Curtin University.  Is this a 
recognised course that will address the concerns of the industry; and, if not, what is planned to address that 
issue? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That course does meet the expectations of the industry, but we are currently working 
with both technical and further education colleges and tertiary institutions towards developing advanced diploma 
and degree courses.  Quite clearly, however, the institutions are not prepared to advance those any further 
without the demand from people wanting to take up those options.  There is a bit of a chicken-and-egg situation: 
the educational institutions have not been offering the course because there has not been a requirement for it.  
This is about making progress, not about changing the world and turning it upside down overnight.  We believe 
that progress can be made here and that in time there will be recognised courses, different from those currently 
available, at both TAFE and tertiary levels.  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Does that mean that, if people do this bridging course at Curtin University, they will be 
able to progress to a tier 1 or a tier 2 at the conclusion of that course?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The only qualification I would add is that it will also depend on the person’s 
experience, but we hope it could lead to that.  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The key point about the bill hinges on the concern of people in the industry about the 
transitional process.  No-one would disagree that there is a need for a more professional and structured system.  
However, when we go from having no system to one that is structured, people will be caught up in the process.  
Many of the people who have been serving on regional councils are particularly concerned.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.   
 


